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PPV The Joint Commission

Official “Do Not Use” List'

Do Not Use Potential Problem Use Instead

U (unit) Mistaken for ‘0" (zera), the Write "unit”
number “4” (four) or “cc”

IU (International Unit) Mistaken for IV (intravenous) Write "International Unit"

or the number 10 (ten)

Q.D., QD, qd., qd (daily) Mistaken for each other Write "daily"
Q.0D., QOD, q.0d, god Period after the Q mistaken for Write "every other day"

(every ather day) "I" and the "O" mistaken for "I"
Trailing zero (X.0 mg)* Decimal point is missed Write X mg
Lack of leading zero (X mg) Write 0.X mg

MS Can mean morphine sulfate or Write "marphine sulfate”
magnesium sulfate Write "magnesium sulfate"

MSO; and MgSOQ Confused for one another

! Applies to all orders and all medication-related documentation that is handwritten (including free-text
computer entry) or on pre-printed farms.

“Exception: A “trailing zero™ may be used only where required to demonstrate the level of precision of the

value being reported, such as for laboratory results, imaging studies that report size of lesions, or
catheterftube sizes. It may not be used in medication orders or other medication-related documentation.

The most common types of harmful
pediatric medication errors

> Improper dose/quantity (37.5 %)

» Omission error (19.9 %)

> Unauthorized/wrong drug (13.7 %)
> Prescribing error (9.4 %)

> Wrong administration technique

> Wrong time

> Drug prepared incorrectly

> Wrong dosage form

> Wrong route

Issue 39 Preventing pediatric medication errors USP’s MEDMARX® database

Additional Abbreviations, Acronyms and Symbol
(For possible future inclusion in the Official “Do Not Use” List)

Do Not Use Potential Problem Use Instead
> (greater than) Misinterpreted as the number Write “greater than”
< (less than) “T" (seven) or the letter “L" Write “less than”

Confused for one another

Abbreviations for drug names  Misinterpreted due to similar Write drug names in full
abbreviations for
multiple drugs

Apothecary units Unfamiliar to many Use metric units
practifioners
Confused with metric units
@ Mistaken for the number Write “at”
‘2" (two)
cc Mistaken for U (units) when Write ‘mL”
poorly written or"ml" or “milliliters”
(‘mL" 1s preferred)
ug Mistaken for mg (milligrams) ~ Write "meg” or ‘micrograms”
resulting in one thousand-fold
overdose

Children are more prone to medication errors

and resulting harm because of .....

Most medications used in the care of children are formulated and
packaged primarily for adults. Therefore, medications often must be
prepared in different volumes or concentrations within the health care
setting before being administered to children. The need to alter the original
medication dosage requires a series of pediatric-specific calculations and
tasks, each significantly increasing the possibility of error.

Most health care settings are primarily built around the needs of adults.
Many settings lack trained staff oriented to pediatric care, pediatric care
protocols and safeguards, and/or up-to-date and easily accessible pediatric
reference materials, especially with regard to medications. Emergency
departments may be particularly risk-prone environments for children. (3)
Children—especially young, small and sick children—are usuallyless able
to physiologically tolerate a medication error due to still developing renal,
immune and hepatic functions.

- Many children, especially very young children,cannot communicate

effectively to providers regarding any adverse effects that medications
may be causing.

Issue 39 Preventing pediatric medication errors USP’s MEDMARX® database

Grace Huang

Pediatric-specific strategies for reducing 7

medication errors

A. Standardize and identify medications effectively,
as well as the processes for drug administration.

B. Ensure full pharmacy oversight—as well as the
involvement of other appropriate staff—in the
verifying, dispensing and administering of both
neonatal and pediatric medications.

C. Use technology judiciously.

Issue 39 Preventing pediatric medication errors USP’s MEDMARX® database
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